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Collaborating in 2017

D
umfries and Galloway 
now has a team of local 
professionals trained to 
resolve family law 
disputes in a discreet 
and dignified way 

outwith the courtroom. These Collabo-
rative Practitioners are members of 
Consensus Collaboration Scotland, a 
national network of collaborative 
professionals linked to a worldwide 
organisation, the  International 
Academy of Collaborative Practitioners.

While it is a lawyer’s obligation to set 
out a client’s options for resolving 
family disputes, and court may be the 
best way forward in certain circum-
stances, couples and families do have 
other options. Mediation or solicitor 
negotiations may be suitable in particu-
lar circumstances, but Collaborative 
Practice offers a non-confrontational 
approach to clients who want to agree 
the legal and practical arrangements for 
their own unique family situation 
outside of court.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Jenny is a Partner at Colledge & 
Shields, Family Law Practice, based in 
Dumfries.  Jenny is presently the only 
Specialist in Family Law accredited by 
The Law Society of Scotland 
practising in Dumfries and Galloway. 
Jenny has over 20 years’ experience 
in dealing with family law disputes 
both in and out of the Court Room. 
As well as being a trained 
collaborative lawyer, Jenny is also a 
FLAGS Arbitrator and is regularly 
appointed by the Court to prepare 
Child Welfare Reports in challenging 
cases relating to children.  

Contact: 
jcc@colledgeandshields.co.uk 
www.colledgeandshields.co.uk 
Tel: 01387 240044

Marie is a qualified Family Consultant, 
providing one-on-one emotional 
support for couples engaged in the 
collaborative process.  She helps each 
partner to recognise and cope with the 
immediate impact of divorce or 
separation, as well as explore ways to 
promote family wellbeing in the longer 
term. Marie also draws on her training 
and experience as a Mediator and 
Relationship Counsellor to work with 
couples and adult individuals who wish 
to reduce conflict and enhance respect 
in their lives. 

Contact: 
albacounselling@gmail.com 
www.albacounselling.co.uk 
Tel: 07751 899043

Claire is a Senior Solicitor at Hewats in 
Castle Douglas. She has over 8 years’ 
experience in private practice and 
specialises in all aspects of family law.  
Claire is a member of Consensus 
Collaboration Scotland and the 
International Academy of Collaborative 
Professionals. She is committed to the 
collaborative approach and is pleased 
to offer this service to her family law 
clients. Claire considers the 
collaborative approach to be invaluable 
in assisting parties to reach good 
outcomes, especially when complex 
financial arrangements and/or children 
are involved. 

Contact: 
ClaireM@hewats.co.uk 
www.hewats.co.uk  
Tel: 01556 502391

Sandi is a Partner at Colledge & 
Shields, Family Law Practice, in 
Dumfries. Sandi has been working in 
the region’s only Family Law Practice 
for over 5 years and has significant 
experience in dealing with all manner 
of family related disputes.  She has a 
particular interest in cases relating to 
the welfare of children and sees the 
collaborative approach as highly 
beneficial in resolving cases in an 
efficient, client-focussed manner. 

Contact: 
ss@colledgeandshields.co.uk 
www.colledgeandshields.co.uk 
Tel: 01387 240044

As a Partner at John Henderson & 
Sons, Lynn is pleased to now be in a 
position to offer the firm’s clients the 
option of collaborative practice.  Having 
practised as a family lawyer in 
Dumfries for over 5 years, Lynn 
welcomed the opportunity to 
undertake the collaborative law 
training, which enhances the service 
she is now able to offer her clients as 
an alternative method of dispute 
resolution.  Lynn believes that working 
with her fellow local collaborative 
lawyers, and other professionals, will 
benefit all of the firm’s clients. 

Contact: 
lynn.mcmurchie@jhslaw.co.uk 
www.johnhendersonandsons.co.uk  
Tel: 01387 739000

Why choose Collaborative Process?  
● Avoid protracted court proceedings;
● Take control of outcomes for your family;
● Protect the wellbeing and needs of your 
children;
● Preserve your privacy and dignity;
● Minimise emotional damage;
● Receive the support and information you 
need from your specially trained team of 
Collaborative professionals.

How does it work?
The Collaborative approach involves open 
and respectful discussions over a series of 
meetings involving clients and their 
respective Collaborative Lawyers and, 
where necessary, Family Consultants and 
Independent Financial Advisors.  Each 
meeting is carefully planned in advance by 
the lawyers who identify the issues which 
need to be discussed. Both lawyers work 
together with the couple to help them 
reach agreement in an atmosphere of 
support and understanding.
  Every case is, of course, different and 
some may be more challenging than others 
but the Collaborative Process is designed to 
assist and support families in reaching 
bespoke agreements that work for them.  
Once matters are agreed then a legal 
agreement is signed and a divorce arranged 
if needed.
  Despite the immediate pain of a 
separation or family dispute, the 
Collaborative Process offers a way to 
safeguard the long-term wellbeing of a 
family. 
  Collaborative Practice has been well 
established in Scotland for over a decade, 
but residents in Dumfries and Galloway are 
now able to access these services 
conveniently within the region. Any 
member of our local team of specially 
trained Collaborative Practitioners is ready 
to assist …

These Collaborative Practitioners are members of Consensus Collaboration Scotland, a national network of collaborative 
professionals,  and  the  International Academy of Collaborative Practitioners
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